[Changes in humoral immunity in ischemic cardiomyopathy].
The present study has been performed with the aim of assessing the incidence and the possible implications of the changes in humoral immunity in patients with coronary heart disease. Serial determinations of the immunoglobulins (Ig) G, A and M, of specific anti-heart antibodies and of some non-organ-specific antibodies have been carried out in the venous blood of 15 patients with acute myocardial infarction (AMI), of 30 subjects with angina pectoris (AP) and of 30 controls. The occurrence of anti-smooth muscle and anti-nuclear antibodies resulted negligible in all subjects, while anti-mitochondrial antibodies were found in a relatively high percentage of cases, which is probably due to chance. Only in 13.3% of AMI patients, and in 16.7% of AP subject, were anti-heart antibodies detectable, and their presence was not related to the occurrence of Dressler's syndrome, nor to any clinical finding. The mean IgG curve in the AMI patients showed a triphasic time-course in the first 20 days of disease. In the AP patients an inverse correlation has been found between monthly frequencies of anginal attacks and serum concentrations of IgG (r = 0.382; p less than 0.05). In the control group serum IgA were directly correlated to age (r = 0.493; p less than 0.01); furthermore, in patients with exertional or mixed angina serum IgA were often higher than those of patients with only rest angina (x2 = 3.906; p less than 0.05). These data suggest the working hypothesis that a possible link (of secondary or primary type) between serum concentrations of IgA and severity of atherosclerosis may exist.